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UNDISCLOSED, The State V. Keith Davis, Jr. 
Episode 1 - Sunday Morning 

April 22, 2019 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

[0:10] Kevin Davis, Former Baltimore Police Commissioner: 
Keith Davis’ print was recovered from that firearm, so that puts him in possession 
of that firearm, and that firearm was ballistically matched to the evidence at the 
scene of the murder.  
 
Keith Davis Jr: 
I believe them police put that gun on me.  
 
Baynard Woods, Reporter: 
And I mean the other case where the people from the left, as opposed to the 
right, are sort of critical is the Keith Davis case, and his defense that they shot 
him and then planted the gun on him seemed far fetched back 2 years ago, when 
the case first started being tried. But after the GTTF revelations that they were 
coaching people to plant a gun on someone if you shot the wrong person. Has 
that changed, or, it’s going ahead again I guess, and right before the election, 
does that change your thinking? 
 
Marilyn Mosby, Maryland State’s Attorney: 
So what I can say about Keith Davis, and I’m not gonna get too far into the 
murder trial because again, it’s still pending, but the case that is already closed is 
that it was a matter of his ... he was tried in front of his peers. A jury of his peers. 
And a jury of his peers determined that he was a felon in possession of a 
handgun. That gun was tied to what is now a pending murder case. So I 
understand, you know, Kelly, is his fiance’, and she’s not happy with me, but my 
job as State’s Attorney is to ensure justice for Kevin Jones, right? It’s not about 
Keith Davis for me. It’s about Kevin Jones. That was the victim of the homicide.  
 
Angela Burneko, Baltimore Bloc: 
Like this would not even make it to a Law and Order episode. 

 
LaZette Ringgold-Kirksey, Assistant State’s Attorney: 
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He had a gun and he’s a prohibited person for having that gun. So therefore he is 
guilty of that count. That is a fact that you don’t even have to think about. If you 
believe that the defendant is guilty of the charges in this case, and if you believe 
the defendant had this gun, he is guilty of being a prohibited person in 
possession of that firearm. 
 
Charles Holden, Hack Driver: 
To my recollection, that don’t look like it to me. 
 
Keith Davis Jr: 
They didn’t have any reason to shoot me.  

 
LaToya Francis-Williams, Defense Attorney: 
When police officers start shooting, everyone else just starts shooting. You don’t 
know if it’s blue or what they call red fire. And when you look at the facts as they 
unfolded in Keith’s case, that I believe was contagion fire. 
 
LaZette Ringgold-Kirksey, Assistant State’s Attorney: 
No one has time to make up evidence and place evidence in places, it’s too 
much crime going on in Baltimore city for someone to think that this guy is that 
special that we’ve got time to do all this, and waste everybody’s time. 
 
Kelly Davis: 
He’s living every day with his innocence.  
 
Kwame Rose, Activist: 
Keith Davis is Freddie Gray if he had lived. 
 
 

[3:01] Amelia McDonell-Parry: On Sunday, June 7, 2015, just before 10 o’clock in the 
morning, Keith Davis Jr. became the first person shot by Baltimore police since the 
death of Freddie Gray. April 12th, the day Freddie’s spine was broken in police custody, 
that was a Sunday, too.  
 
Like Freddie Gray, Keith Davis Jr. was born and raised in Baltimore, but in the county 
seven miles southwest of the city in a town called Catonsville.  
 
Like Freddie Gray, Keith Davis Jr. has his father’s name, but becoming a man, he had 
to do that on his own. 
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Like Freddie Gray, Keith Davis Jr. was a black man who ran, with police in pursuit; 
Freddie got caught, Keith got cornered, and neither has ever come home.  
 
But unlike Freddie Gray, Keith Davis Jr. survived his encounter with police -- and he’s 
been fighting for his freedom ever since. Not only is Keith Davis Jr. a victim of the 
Baltimore Police Department’s brutality, but like Adnan Syed, he’s one of the many they 
have wrongfully accused. On July 12, 2019, Keith Davis Jr. will begin his fifth trial on 
charges stemming from the events of June 7, 2015. Yes, fifth. More on that coming up. 
 
[4:28] Rabia Chaudry: Hi and welcome to Undisclosed. We are excited to be back and 
we are very excited to start off what will be the rest of this year with a very special series 
that has been in the works for about 6 months now. Today you’re going to hear the first 
of four episodes about the State vs. Keith Davis. This is the first time Undisclosed will 
cover a case before a person has, perhaps, been wrongfully convicted, and maybe it’ll 
even have an impact on that proceeding. Our investigator for this case is Amelia 
McDonell-Parry. Now you might remember Amelia because she was one of the lead 
investigators and reporters for our series on the Freddie Gray case. We are so happy to 
partner with her again. And we are certain you will be as riveted with this case as we 
have been. 

  
[8:05] Amelia McDonell-Parry: Hi, I’m Amelia McDonell-Parry and I’m a freelance 
reporter who you may remember as one of the hosts of Undisclosed: The Killing of 
Freddie Gray. Over the next four episodes, I’ll be catching you up on all the facts, 
evidence, and testimony that’s been presented in the case against Keith Davis Jr. so 
far. Then I’ll be back in late July for two more episodes that will break down the details 
of Keith’s fifth, and hopefully final trial. And I won’t be doing it alone -- Keith’s case has 
captured the attention of reporters, activists, attorneys, many of them local to Baltimore. 
Their observations have aided my own understanding of this case, and I’m excited to 
share their accounts with you. Every Thursday, I’ll join Rabia, Susan or Colin on the 
Addendum to discuss that week’s episode, answer reader questions and learn even 
more about Keith’s case with the help of some special guests.  
 
Lastly, Undisclosed is doing something very cool this season, that I am very proud to be 
part of. A few weeks ago, attorneys from the Institute for Constitutional Advocacy and 
Protection at the Georgetown University Law Center, acting on our behalf, alerted the 
Circuit Court of Baltimore City of our intent to use audio from Keith Davis Jr’s prior 
criminal proceedings on the podcast. Doing so will be in violation of Rule 1-201 of the 
Maryland Code of Criminal Procedure, which prohibits “broadcast[ing] any criminal 
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matter, including a trial, hearing, motion, or argument, that is held in trial court.” We 
believe we have a right to use these lawfully obtained recordings under the First 
Amendment of the Constitution, and that it would be unlawful for the court to enforce 
rule 1-201 by imposing any civil or criminal contempt sanctions.  
 

~~~~~ 
 
On Sunday, June 7, 2015, Kelly Davis was still Kelly Holsey, and Keith Davis Jr. was 
her boyfriend of the last several months. When the phone rang at 9:57 am, Kelly was 
awake but still in bed at her home in Randallstown, in Baltimore County. She and Keith 
had been texting and talking on the phone until the early hours of the morning, as they’d 
sometimes do on nights when they weren’t together. 
 

Kelly Davis: 
I pick up the phone, and Keith was screaming, “Babe I’m gonna die.” Um, he said 
repeatedly ... I was asking him, “What do you mean you’re gonna die,” he said, 
“They shot me, the police shot me in my arm.” I can hear him yelling, that they 
were gonna die, why are you trying to kill me, and I could hear like a constant 
pop pop pop pop pop pop pop. I’m asking him, “Where are you, where are you? 
(Voice shaking) What is going on? What do you mean they shot you?” He’s 
constantly yelling, “Babe I’m gonna die, Babe I’m gonna die.” I heard fear. He 
was scared, he was screaming. He was crying. He was ... I heard fear. It was 
loud, I could hear sirens, I could hear popping, and then the call drops. I kept 
calling over and over and over again, I kept texting, I kept calling. And… I never 
got back through. Not himself. I found out he was shot in the face and he was in 
intensive care.  

 
Kelly kept dialing Keith back but he wasn’t picking up and she was starting to panic. 
Kelly knew Keith had been in Park Heights, in the Northwest part of the city, since the 
day before. On Saturday, Keith went with Kelly’s step-brother Dwan to a neighborhood 
cookout, and then hung out with him at Aunt Wanda’s house the rest of the night, since 
Dwan was on an ankle monitor. 
 

Kelly Davis: 
One of the things that people don’t know is Dwan was on the box when he first 
came home. So the night that he … the reason why Keith was there- 
 
Amelia McDonell-Parry: 
Wait, what does on the box mean? 
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Kelly Davis: 
GPS. You can’t leave off the steps past 7. [Amelia: Oh ok, Right.] And we used to 
always make jokes, like, “Oh, what, you better not step down there …” 
 
Amelia McDonell-Parry: 
Is it still like an ankle thing? 
 
Kelly Davis: 
Yes, it was on his ankle. And if he went past the first step it sounded off and he 
be back in that vicinity at 7. And Keith was the only one of the friends who would 
stay with him, many nights! 

 
When she couldn’t get through to Keith, Kelly called Dwan. “Kelly, Keith is just playin’ 
with you.”  
 
But Kelly knew Keith wouldn’t play like that. Kelly called Aunt Wanda next.  
 
Now, technically, Wanda isn’t Kelly’s aunt, or Keith’s for that matter -- that’s just what 
everyone but Wanda’s own kids calls her. Wanda’s daughter Ericka is Kelly’s sister -- 
they share a dad. Dwan is Wanda’s son from another relationship, so he and Kelly 
aren’t related by blood at all, but inside Wanda’s house, everyone is family. Including 
Keith. He and Dwan had been friends for years, and Wanda loved him like one of her 
own.  
 
Keith didn’t grow up in Park Heights like Wanda’s kids -- he was born and raised in 
Catonsville, in Baltimore County -- but when his mom kicked him out at age 16, that’s 
where he ended up. Keith didn’t live in Park Heights anymore, but he’d been coming 
back to the neighborhood, and Aunt Wanda’s house, since the spring, ever since Dwan 
was released from prison. So did Kelly, which is how she and Keith first met. 
 

[13:15] Kelly Davis: 
My stepmother’s house was like, the go to house. That’s where … it was just live. 
It probably still is live. I haven’t been around in forever, but it probably is. And, 
um, my step brother came home after doing like a five year bit. So he comes 
home, and of course that brings everybody out of the woodwork. So, there’s 
pictures everywhere, and everybody’s happy to see him. It was just a fun time, 
and there was one particular day, I had a math exam, because I was in school for 
counselling and mental health. And I had missed my exam and I needed to 
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re-take it and so I asked my stepmom to watch my kids- but, she watches 
everyone’s kids.  
 
I remember letting them out of the car, and I’m like, “I’m running late!” Which, I’m 
always late. I do remember Keith being on the porch, but there were so many 
people on the porch, that I didn’t pay attention. He’ll tell people like, “I saw her! I 
spotted her. Who is that again?” And they were like, that’s Ericka’s sister. My 
brother’s friends always hit on us. And Keith was doing the same thing, like “Hey 
Dwan, I wanna marry your sister. Your sister look good!” Like, “Hey, girlfriend!” 
And everybody would laugh, and I would never pay any of them any mind.  
 
He was very cool and very laid back. Like, it’s chaos everywhere and he’s just 
kind of the guy in the corner that’s just really quiet, and everybody else just did 
the most for attention. So, I noticed him and then I had asked… who is that? And 
they’re like, that’s Keith. You know Keith. And I was like, what? They were like, 
you know Keith. That’s Tooley’s brother. And I was like, “You’re Tooley’s 
brother?” And he was like, “Yeah, that’s my little brother.” And I was like, oh, ok, 
alright. Damn, he’s fine. And my stepmother was like, “Ain’t they? If I was their 
age…” And I was just like… But, I kind of am, so… And Keith was just really 
different than everybody else. Everybody else was kinda was loud and 
showboaty, that’s just the aura in the area. And he was always very low key. He 
would play with the kids, and we just kind of would talk all the time.  
 
And one day … this one particular day, it was another day when everybody was 
on the porch and the guys would all kind of flirt, like Kelly, what’s your number? 
Give me your number. And Keith asked, what way are you going? And I was like, 
oh, I’m going up Liberty Road, I’m going home. And he was like, “Can you give 
me a ride? I’m going to my sister[‘s].” And I never will forget, my step sister was 
like, “Boy, Keith, you smooth. You let everybody else shoot their shot, and you’re 
like, I’m going to get the last conversation.” And he was like, “Get outta here.” 
But, that night, I got to his sister’s house, and I got there, maybe 10? We stayed 
in the car until 4 a.m. just talking.  
 

[15:53] Amelia McDonell-Parry: According to Aunt Wanda, who was also still in bed, 
Keith was still asleep on the couch downstairs. Kelly told her about the phone call, 
about the popping sounds and the sirens and how Keith was crying and said he’d been 
shot. Wanda went down the hall and peeked downstairs to confirm for herself -- sure 
enough, Keith wasn’t there. 
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~~~~~ 
 
Back in June 2015, Keith Davis Jr wasn’t actually living in Baltimore at all -- he’d moved 
in with a relative in Columbia, about halfway to Washington, DC. In the spring, he’d 
started working full-time for a company in Halethorpe, about five miles from where he 
grew up. When Keith testified at his second trial in May 2017, his attorney, LaToya 
Francis Williams, asked him to describe his job: 
 

[16:46] LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
So, in June of 2015, how old were you?  

 
Keith Davis, Jr: 
23.  

 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
Were you employed back in June of 2015?  

 
Keith Davis Jr: 
Yes.  

 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
Okay, where were you working?  

 
Keith Davis Jr: 
A place called Business Food Solutions.  

 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
And, in what capacity? What did you do at Business Food Solutions?  

 
Keith Davis Jr: 
Cold prep.  

 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
What does that mean?  

 
Keith Davis Jr: 
Basically, prepare cold food. Put it in containers, or put it in whatever it needs to 
be put in. Wrap it and make sure it’s ready to be shipped. The facility itself does 
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… it sends food to old peoples’ homes, schools, it sends food to after school 
programs.  

 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
How long had you been doing that?  

 
Keith Davis Jr: 
5, 6 months.  

 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
Okay, did you enjoy your job?  

 
Keith Davis Jr: 
Yeah. I was good at it.  

 
[17:36] Keith was 23 years old, he was working full-time, and he had money, legit 
money, in the bank. He was also staying out of trouble, and in December, his probation 
would be up. Since turning 18, Keith had been arrested 14 times, but in the last year, he 
hadn’t been locked up at all. And, the last time he got arrested, in May 2014, it was for 
something he had nothing to do with, so prosecutors dropped the charges. Ever since 
he was paroled in February 2014, after serving several years at FCI-Cumberland, one 
of the toughest medium-security prisons in the state, Keith had kept his nose clean and 
his head on straight. He was on a different path.  
 
On the morning of Sunday, June 7, Keith Davis Jr. left Aunt Wanda’s house at around 9 
am, and so did his Aunt Wanda’s husband, Mr. Mark, who was heading to work. Keith 
was going over to see Kelly a little later that morning, but according to his testimony at 
his second trial, he decided to walk over to his family’s bail bond business down on 
Reisterstown Road first. Here’s Keith describing the route that he and Mr. Mark took. 
 

LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
How did you get to Reisterstown Road? What streets did you take?  

 
Keith Davis Jr: 
Okay, well, I take- we took Woodland, and then you turn up a road called Buford.  
You make a right there. And this is kind of quicker than just going- because 
Woodland and Reisterstown do connect, but it’s like streets that you can take to 
get you there faster. So, you take Buford and you turn on Manchester, there’s 
like a little alley there. You turn on … you come up that alley, and we came out at 
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Oakmount. Around this area is where I used to live at- used to live in, sorry. And 
so we walked through there and came to Reisterstown Road.  

 
 LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
Okay, and did you make a right or a left onto Reisterstown Road?  

 
Keith Davis Jr: 
You make a right onto Reisterstown Road. From Oakmount. 

 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
Did there come a point in time when you crossed over Belvedere and  
Reisterstown Road?  

 
Keith Davis Jr: 
Yes.  

 
 LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
Okay. And where, if anywhere, did you go from there?  

 
Keith Davis Jr: 
I kept walking towards the bail bonds… it wasn’t open yet. It opened like around  
ten-ish. So, I went to- there’s a corner store on Reisterstown Road. I’m not sure 
what it’s called, but it’s next to an alley.  

 
[19:54] After crossing Belvedere, Mr. Mark continued on his way to work, but Keith 
stopped to buy a pack of cigarettes at a corner store on Reisterstown that bumps up 
against an alley that runs behind Belvedere. The bail bonds place wasn’t open yet, so 
Keith wasn’t in a rush. Sunday was his day off. It was approximately 9:45 am. Here’s 
how Keith Davis Jr. described what happened next. 
 

LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
And you testified that you came up to a corner store, is that right? 

 
Keith Davis Jr: 
Yes. 

 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
What, if anything, did you do there? 
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Keith Davis Jr: 
I went in there and I bought a pack of cigarettes. I ran out of cigarettes through 
the night. 
 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
Did you observe anyone or any cars in that area at that time? 
 
Keith Davis Jr: 
At the time when I went in the store? No. There was people … there was people 
around … like, people always hang out in front of the store, but not nobody 
special. 
 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
Is it anybody that you knew? 
 
Keith Davis Jr: 
No. Mr. Mark, he kept going up. 
 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
And what, if anything, unusual happened while you were at the corner store? 
 
Keith Davis Jr: 
Uh, when I was at the corner store, I came out, uh … I opened my … well first, I 
always pat my pack of cigarettes on my hand, then I open the pack up. I smoked 
a cigarette. I sparked a cigarette, sorry, and it was somebody in the alley -- it was 
somebody in the alley with a gun. I heard somebody say “gun”, and you looked 
down the alley, it was somebody in dark clothing with a gun. 
 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
What, if anything, did you do when you heard “gun”? 
 
Keith Davis Jr: 
Well, when we heard “gun”, everybody kinda ran from in front of that store. 
 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
What direction did you run in? 
 
Keith Davis Jr: 
I ran across the street. 
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LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
And why? 
 
Keith Davis Jr: 
Well, I just ran. 
 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
Why did you run across the street and not towards the gun sound, or the person 
yelling “gun”? 
 
Keith Davis Jr: 
That wouldn’t be smart. 

 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
What, if anything, did you do? Or where did you go when you ran across the 
street? 
 
Keith Davis Jr: 
Uh, I ran like into a garage, open garage door. I ran into a garage. 
 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
Did you know whose garage it was? 
 
Keith Davis Jr: 
No.  
 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
Did you know if it was open at the time, meaning in operation at that time? 
 
Keith Davis Jr: 
No. 
 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
Why did you run into the garage? 
 
Keith Davis Jr: 
Uh, the door was open, and there was a guy running around out there with a gun. 
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LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
And what, if anything, did you hear, if anything at all, when you ran into that 
garage? 
 
Keith Davis Jr: 
When I ran into the garage, at the time, no. I heard fired ... shots being fired, I’m 
gonna say immediately after this. Really, it happened so fast. 
 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
Upon hearing these shots being fired, did you see anything unusual at that time? 
 
Keith Davis Jr: 
When I heard shots being fired, I tried to duck my head down, duck around. 
 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
Did you go behind a refrigerator? 
 
Keith Davis Jr: 
I’m not sure if it was a refrigerator or what was in there, but it was a lot of stuff in 
the garage. 
 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
Did you go behind whatever that stuff was? 
 
Keith Davis Jr: 
Yes. 
 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
And why did you do that? 
 
Keith Davis Jr: 
I was shot in my face and I don’t remember too much after that. After I was shot 
in my face, I remember somebody going in my pockets. Uh, they kept on ... felt 
like I got dragged a little bit, and I think I must have been in and out ‘cause I … I 
do remember like somebody cutting my clothes off. 
 
LaToya Francis Williams, Defense Attorney: 
What, if anything, were you feeling at that time? 
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Keith Davis Jr: 
Pain. 
 

~~~~~ 
 

[23:30] Anya Parampil: 
I don't think we should seperate a conversation about Freddie Gray from a 
conversation about Keith Davis Jr. I wish, personally, that the Keith Davis Jr. 
case received as much national media attention as what happened with Freddie 
Gray, because in some ways it says even more about the system in Baltimore -- 
the relationship between the State Attorney’s office and the police department. 

 
In June 2015, Baltimore was still reeling not just from Freddie Gray’s death, but the 
community uprising that followed. For two weeks, Baltimore’s powers that be lost control 
of the city to a community outraged by the death of one of their own. The Governor sent 
in the national guard, a weeklong city-wide curfew took effect, and more than 500 
people were arrested. Anya Parampil, who you heard a few moments ago, reported on 
the Uprising for RT America, and she remembers the unrelenting sense of urgency on 
the streets during that time.  
 

[24:30] Anya Parampil: 
Things had really reached its culmination in the streets. People were so upset 
that the people of Baltimore made it clear they weren’t going to rest, and they 
weren’t going to let the city rest, until someone took charge and demonstrated 
there was some interest within the city establishment in finding justice for Freddie 
Gray.  

 
The turning point came on May 1, 2015, when Baltimore State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby 
made a career defining announcement. Standing in front of reporters on the steps of 
City Hall, Mosby declared that her office had filed criminal charges against six Baltimore 
police department officers for their involvement in Freddie Gray’s death.  
 

Marilyn Mosby: 
To the people of Baltimore and the demonstrators across America: I heard your 
call for ‘No justice, no peace.’ Your peace is sincerely needed as I work to deliver 
justice on behalf of this young man. To those that are angry, hurt, or have their 
own experiences of injustice at the hands of police officers, I urge you to channel 
that energy peacefully as we prosecute this case. I have heard your calls for ‘No 
justice, no peace,’ however your peace is sincerely needed as I work to deliver 
justice on behalf of Freddie Gray. To the rank and file officers of ... 
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Mosby got the peace she asked for. Within a matter of days, the protests were over, the 
TV cameras went home, and people tried to get on with their lives with a sense of 
cautious optimism. Here’s Anya Parampil again. 
 

Anya Parampil: 
I remember how quickly things changed in Baltimore after Marilyn Mosby, State 
Attorney Marilyn Mosby, announced she was charging the officers responsible 
and involved in the death of Freddie Gray. When Mosby came out and 
announced those charges, it put all of that unrest to bed. Things got quiet and the 
media kind of celebrated the Freddie Gray incident as a happier story, or a more 
positive outcome than other high profile police killings that had happened around 
the country at that time because the State Attorney’s office actually opted to 
charge the officers. However, that’s when people stopped paying attention, and 
for me, that’s a shame, or in my eyes that’s a shame, because what happens just 
shortly afterwards with Keith says a lot more about State Attorney Marilyn Mosby 
and how she really sees her job.  

 
[27:02] Amelia McDonell-Parry: Mosby was launched onto the national stage and 
branded a progressive hero and a rising star in the Democratic Party.  But Mosby never 
actually delivered justice for Freddie Gray -- at least in the form of a successful 
prosecution. By the summer of 2016, four of the charged officers had stood trial for 
Freddie’s death, but none had been convicted. And then, suddenly, a little over a year 
after that dramatic press conference in front of City Hall, Mosby dropped the rest of the 
charges. It’s not hard to understand why – the case presented in court was deeply 
flawed from the jump, based largely on a police department use of force investigation 
meant to hide the truth, rather than bring it to light. 
 
But what they did to Keith Davis, Jr. was somehow so much worse. 
 

~~~~~ 
 
[28:14] Big Herb’s Auto Repair, located at 5202 Eleanora Avenue, wasn’t actually open 
for business that Sunday in June 2015. Herbert “Big Herb” Berkley, the shop’s owner, 
he was at church, and returned to find the block cordoned off by crime scene tape. In an 
interview with City Paper reporter Ed Erickson the following week, “Big Herb” guessed 
that the police had fired off at least 20 rounds, pointing out bullet holes in the walls, 
toolboxes, and a refrigerator at the back of garage. “They shot through the refrigerator 
and hit him in the face,” “Big Herb” told Erikson about two bullet holes, one on the left 
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side and one to the freezer door. A few inches below the hole in the freezer was a large, 
smeared blood stain. 
 
“Big Herb” had some warning at least -- although the garage was closed, it wasn’t 
empty. His son, Bernard Berkley, and his son’s fiance’, Martina Washington, they were 
inside cleaning, and they’d left the large bay door wide open. When Keith Davis came 
running in, they went running out, and within those first few seconds, the first shots rang 
out. Who actually fired them … it’s a matter of debate. 
 
What is certain is this – Keith Davis Jr. was shot three times, on the right side of his 
body. The first bullet hit him in his right bicep, and at some point, though he doesn’t 
recall when, he sustained a graze wound to the middle right side of his back. The most 
serious wound was the bullet that pierced his right cheek -- the trajectory was at a 
downward angle and came out the right side of his neck, leaving fragments behind.  
 
Kelly believes she was on the phone with Keith at the moment that shot made impact. 
 

Amelia McDonell-Parry: 
You said also that you heard, right before the phone dropped, or the phone call 
dropped, when you were on the phone with him, that you heard an especially 
loud pop? 
 
Kelly Davis: 
Right before the phone dropped, it was a big pop. And I believe that’s when he 
was shot in his face. 
 
Amelia McDonell-Parry: 
Yeah… 
 
Kelly Davis: 
Because when Keith explains it, he says he stepped up to him and tried to shoot 
his face off. And actually a medical expert that we talked to, he like drew a 
picture of a face, and he was saying the trajectory of the bullet is consistent with 
Keith being caught off guard. Because their story was: “We shot through the 
refrigerator and it hit him.” So he was saying that the trajectory of the bullet is not 
consistent with them saying that Keith was standing, pointing a gun at them. If 
that’s the case, then the bullet would have went in and went up into his head and 
he probably would have died. The bullet is consistent with Keith maybe turned 
like this, and turning away, and the trajectory of the bullet went in, went around, 
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and that’s how it came out, it was here. [Amelia: ohhhh] They’re saying they 
didn’t know they shot him in his face. They’re saying that once he was like “OK, I 
give up, I surrender, I’m gonna come out”, and he crawled out,  is when they 
were like “Oh, he’s shot in the face.” The refrigerator has blood right here, and it’s 
going down. There’s no blood -- remember they were saying that he put this gun 
on top of this refrigerator? [Amelia: Ah-ha] There’s no blood on the top of the 
refrigerator. There’s no blood dripping down on the top of the refrigerator. It is in 
the center of the refrigerator. What it looks like to me is that they shot him and 
maybe he hit and went down.  

  
Medics were called at 9:59, but when they arrived at 10:06, officers on scene wouldn’t 
allow them to drive the ambulance onto Eleanora and park in front of the garage. They 
apparently were already very concerned about the crime scene.  

 
Kelly Davis: 
There was a lady, she was Caribbean. His dad and I talked to her, and she said 
that it sounded like a war zone, like Beirut. And she said that they were just up 
there doing whatever. And she does not know what he did to let them know he 
was alive, but they had been just stagnant for awhile, and then all of a sudden 
you hear an ambulance, and they pulled him out here. And she knew that he was 
alive because of the way that they reacted. Like people ran down and everything 
like that. They would not let the paramedic bring the truck to the garage, they 
made him wheel the gurney because they said they did not want him to disrupt 
the crime scene. How the hell did you have a crime scene when the crime scene 
technician people didn’t get there till hours later? They had put out cones and 
markers and everything else. Why would you do that? And that’s been testified to 
multiple...that’s the type of stuff that gets testified in court, and you’re like “Aint 
nobody gonna say nothin?” 

 
After the ambulance departed for Sinai Hospital, Homicide Major Stanley Brandford and 
the media relations unit were notified of the incident. The two civilian witnesses, Martina 
Washington and Bernard Berkley, they had already been ushered down the street, 
away from the garage. At 10:30, they were transported down to headquarters to give 
statements.  
 
At that point, the only people on scene were patrol officers, the majority of them 
assigned to the Northwestern District, located a block and a half away on Reisterstown 
Road. And in a matter of hours, many of them would be identified as either witnesses, 
or involved in, the shooting of Keith Davis Jr.  
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But they wouldn’t be alone for long. At 10:40 am, the Force Investigation Team was 
notified of a police involved shooting on the 5200 block of Eleanora Ave, and soon, 
Detective Michael Boyd was on his way. 
 
[33:44] Rabia Chaudry: Keith Davis, Jr. had no idea why the police had chased him 
that morning, but he would soon learn their side of the story. A week after he was shot, 
Keith was discharged from the hospital and taken into police custody, where he was 
arrested and charged on seventeen counts, including attempted armed robbery, 
assault, and discharge of a handgun. Next time, on Undisclosed.  
 
Amelia McDonell-Parry: Thank you to everyone who helps make Undisclosed possible 
every week. Rabia, Susan, and Colin, thank you for having me back to tell this story. 
Thank you to audio producer Rebecca LaVoie and executive producer Mital Telhan, and 
for your hard work and for keeping me on schedule-ish. Thanks to all the Undisclosed 
sponsors and of course to all of the listeners who keep coming back week after week. 
Please make sure to follow us on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook. Our handle is 
@UndisclosedPod, and don’t forget to subscribe to the show on iTunes and rate us. 
Shout out to everyone on Team Keith for all that you do, most of all thank you to Kelly 
Davis. It has been a privilege to get to know you, and get to know Keith through you. 
And lastly my humble thanks to Keith Davis, Jr. for your trust. 
 

 
 

Transcribed by Brita Bliss, Erica Fladell, Dawn Loges, and Skylar Park. 

 
 


